
Comprehensive Literacy Instruction for Students with
Significant Disabilities

Learning Opportunity

This series is designed to support teachers in delivering appropriate literacy instruction to students with significant

cognitive disabilities, including students with complex communication needs.

 

Each of the 4 half-day virtual workshops, will be followed up with a one-hour Zoom chat, in order to provide feedback

that allows for time for reflection on how things are working out in the classroom and address questions that arise both

during the workshops and as you work to implement the instructional practices discussed each session. All sessions

will be recorded. Registered particpants will have access to each session recording for 30 days after the session. 

 

PRESENTED BY

Kathy Howery

 
SERIES SESSIONS

Date Time

November 28, 2023 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

December 19, 2023 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM

January 23, 2024 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

February 06, 2024 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM

February 27, 2024 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

March 12, 2024 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM

March 26, 2024 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

April 16, 2024 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM

 
LOCATION

Online - Via Zoom

FEE

$200.00

QUESTIONS?

Contact Us:

nrlc@aplc.ca

780-882-7988

REGISTER ONLINE

Visit our website to register:

nrlc.net

mailto:nrlc@aplc.ca
tel:780-882-7988
https://nrlc.net/


The workshop series will be built around the work of Drs. Karen Erickson & David Koppenhaver while infusing the work

and practical expertise of Jane Farrall and others working in this specialized area. Participants are encouraged to

purchase the book Comprehensive Literacy for All: Teaching Students with Significant Disabilities to Read and Write by

Erickson and Koppenhaver, as it will act as a guidebook to the information provided throughout the series.

 

Connections to and entry points into the Alberta English Language Arts and Literature curriculum for students with

significant disabilities will be explored. Additionally, a specific focus on how the competency progressions can be

addressed and expressed will be an important focus of this series.

Students with significant disabilities can and do make progress in gaining language and literacy skills that are identified

by the Alberta English Language Arts and Literature curriculum, but their progress may be in much smaller steps and

more challenging to identify. 

 

Participants will explore assessment and evaluation resources that they can use to monitor progress in language and

language arts for these students whose progress may be adequately or appropriately identified with standard

measures. Participants will also explore ways that assessments can be used to make decisions about assistive

technology tools and strategies and their value in providing students who appropriate and meaningful access to

language and literacy.

Presenters

Kathy Howery

Kathy Howery received her PhD in Special Education from the University of Alberta in 2017.She began her career close

to 40 years ago focusing on finding ways for students with the most complex needs share their voices in the world. 

Since that time Kathy has worked in a variety setting including schools for students with significant disabilities,

inclusive preschool programs, specialized AT clinics, and several school jurisdictions across Alberta. From 2004 to 2008

Kathy was lead for Assistive Technology for Learning Initiative of the Alberta Government. She has developed and

taught numerous graduate level courses, and was instrumental in the creation of the Teaching Students with CCN

Certificate at the University of Alberta.

 Kathy provides ongoing consultation to Alberta school jurisdictions in supporting children and youth with CCN in

developing communication, language and literacy skills, UDL, and inclusive education. Most recently Kathy is currently

teaching for the University of Alberta in both the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Rehab Medicine and is

working under contract with Alberta Education as part of the Provincial Low Incidence team with primary responsibility

in the area of complex communication needs, as well as providing consulting through private contract with districts.

https://www.amazon.ca/Comprehensive-Literacy-All-Significant-Disabilities/dp/1598576577

